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Egan adds a forgotten face to the 1920s Harlem jazz scene with this biography of a virtually unknown singer, dancer, and actress. Mills sank into obscurity because of her early and untimely death in 1927 at the age of 31 and because she made neither recordings nor films during her brief career. But as a performer in various musical revues and Broadway shows, she impacted the Harlem Renaissance and was known internationally. She was also the subject of Duke Ellington's well-known musical portrait Black Beauty. Egan portrays Mills's indisputable talents but also highlights her social awareness as an outspoken advocate for African American rights. The book is methodically researched and carefully documented, using primary source material that has only recently become available; the latter includes numerous interviews with Mills and her husband. A fine addition to the "Studies in Jazz" series, this well-written biography provides rich insights into an important figure in American music. 

Summing Up: Recommended. Lower-division undergraduates through faculty and professionals; general readers. General Readers; Lower-division Undergraduates; Upper-division Undergraduates; Graduate Students; Researchers/Faculty; Professionals/Practitioners. Reviewed by T. E. Buehrer. 

